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was high time to attempt to exercise a moderating influence
at St. Petersburg—if he preferred to place the preservation
of the peace of Europe above the maintenance of the Triple
Entente. But he did not. Although Buchanan at St.
Petersburg in the early part of the crisis attempted to
exercise restraint upon Russia, no such effort was made
from London. The British Foreign Office took the stand
expressed in a minute by Sir E. Crowe on July 25:
The moment has passed when it might have been pos-
sible to enlist French support in an effort to hold back
Russia.
It is clear that France and Russia are decided to accept
the challenge thrown out to them. Whatever we may think
of the merits of the Austrian charges against Serbia, France
and Russia consider that these are the pretexts, and that
the bigger cause of Triple Alliance versus Triple Entente is
definitely engaged.
I think it would be impolitic, not to say dangerous, for
England to attempt to controvert this opinion, or to en-
deavor to obscure the plain issue, by any representation
at St. Petersburg and Paris. . . .
Our interests are tied up with those of France and Russia
in this struggle, which is not for the possession of Serbia,
but one between Germany aiming at a political dictatorship,
in Europe and the Powers who desire to retain individual
freedom.56
England expected Germany to exercise restraint upon
Austria not to move against Serbia, but unless Germany
did so England was unwilling to exercise any restraint upon
her Entente friends. Here was the evil of the system of
alliances. On neither side was a Power willing to put out
a restraining hand upon its ally or friend for fear of destroy-
ing the alliance or friendship. Instead, therefore, of dis-
patching a moderating telegram to St. Petersburg, England
now merely decided to make a new peace proposal Sir
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